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Recognised and respected

Read John 12:12-16 and 20-30
"A great multitude… took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and cried out:

'Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! The King of Israel' "
It is significant to notice that the people:

a) recognised Jesus, and b) respected Jesus.

They knew who He was, they recognised His anointing and they respected Him for what they thought He was about to do for them. The people were looking to Jesus to overthrow the Roman government and establish His kingdom here on earth. They had their own expectations of Jesus.

Devoted to a cause!

There are many in the church today who both recognise and respect Jesus however they use Him as a means to their ends! 

Oswald Chambers writes, "Today we have substituted doctrinal belief for personal belief! That is why so many people are devoted to causes and so few to Jesus Christ. People do not really want to be devoted to Jesus, but only to the cause He started!

"The Lord's primary obedience was to the will of His Father, not the needs of the people. The saving of people was the natural outcome of His obedience to the Father.

If I am devoted solely to the cause of humanity, I will soon be exhausted - my love will waver and stumble. But if I love Jesus personally and passionately, I can serve humanity even though people may treat me as a doormat!"

Identified with Christ

Am I quick to recognise and respect Jesus and rally quickly to (my idea of) His cause? Jesus spoke privately after this event took place and told his disciples in no uncertain terms that, "unless a grain of heat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honour."  John 12:24-26
Am I willing to die to self and be identified solely with Christ or am I happy to rally to causes that feed my ego and sense of self-importance leading to the preservation of myself? When the people realised that the road Jesus had taken was to lead to the cross, they very quickly abandoned Him. Even Peter felt the pressure! My road must lead to the cross - DAILY!

The move from recognising and respecting Jesus to identification with Him is a matter of life and death. Yours!

I challenge you today to choose to take your cross and count the cost! There can be no other way!

Remember: For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. Colossians 3: 3
In His Majesty's Sacred Service

Wayne Nel
