Preparing for service: May 2008
I've had enough!

Feel like giving up? Every day brings challenges and tests and I must be honest and say that it seems I have to work extremely hard these days at keeping my attitude right, as I so often feel so overwhelmed. How are you doing?

Why tests and trials?

I am amazed that God loves me so much! Having said that I must confess that I don't often feel that way with all that's going on in life. Lord help me understand…

Conformed to the image of Christ

I know it's a cliché but God is working on me. I am slowly and deliberately being conformed to the image of Jesus. Romans 8:28-29. I choose to be changed from glory to glory 2 Cor 3:18.

Changed in Greek is metamorpho; complete change from one form to another. These trials are quite simply part of that process and the sooner I get with the programme the sooner God can move on to the next level!

Vessels for service

2 Timothy: 19-20 talks of vessels in the service of the Lord. Some vessels are made of gold or precious metals, while others are made of clay. 

God is spiritually shaping our lives (Jeremiah 17:1-10). I am being prepared for service!

Vessels not properly prepared, but contained a flaw, were thrown out into the potter's field. In the potter's field you could find many 'would-be' vessels of great use.

Have a close look at the story of the demise of Judas in Matt 27:1-10 and his connection to the Potter's field!

To provoke to seek…

The Lord will bring pressures and heat upon His leaders at specific times to cause them to seek Him. 

His pressures do not turn them away or against God, but toward Him.

"Lead me to the Rock that is higher than I."

In any affliction, pressure or heat, a leader must learn where to turn!

Getting it right!

Choose today to look at your circumstances through different eyes. The Lord is drawing me closer to Him so that I may become more like Him. He is preparing me for service. Will I yield?

Remember: I will return again to My place till they acknowledge their offense. Then they will seek My face; in their affliction they will earnestly seek Me. Hosea 5:15
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