My name is there: 2008

Elections 2008

The Zimbabwe elections are obviously of great interest internationally as well as here in Zimbabwe. What will the future of our beautiful country hold? Each one of us is filled with a myriad of emotions; fear, concern, anger, despair, anticipation, joy, relief… 

Not on the role

My wife, Georgia, and I set out with great anticipation and excitement, to vote on Saturday. The polling booth, at which we had last cast our votes, had a queue albeit a relatively short one. After standing patiently for about 45 minutes we were ushered into the hall where our credentials were duly checked. From there to the voters role where a huge book was opened where the assistant, with pen and ruler in hand, ran her finger down the list of 'Nel's' only to say that our names did not appear!  Try another ward, ward 2, or 3 r perhaps ward 4… 

Undeterred we made our way to another centre where the procedure was repeated. Not there either. I must mention that I was impressed at the courtesy and efficiency as well as the prevailing sense of peace that seemed to hang over each centre we visited. I would best describe the mood as being 'cautiously optimistic'. - an optimism which is slowly being eroded as I write.

Nevertheless we proceeded to another 3 centres only to find out that, after some communication with central command, our names are not registered at any ward! What a disappointment! We were really looking forward to making our mark in determining our future leaders. As we turned our hearts toward home I began to be reminded of a greater reality…

The end of the story

The end results of our elections may not be clear but the end result of our lives are - WE WILL DIE! 

Our eternity will be determined by the decisions we make now. 

According to the Book of Revelation, the end is sure;

Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and the books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things written in the books… and anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire. Revelation 20:11-15

My name may not appear on the voter's role, but I know that it appears in the most important role of all: The Lamb's Book of Life!
Two things struck home hard from these verses;

1. God thought of me!

Have you ever written a card or letter and NOT thought of he person to whom you are writing? Impossible!  

The minute that I chose to submit my life to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, (John 14:1-6), God wrote my name down in the Book of Life! He thought of me! 

The God of all creation thought of me!

Challenge: Is your name written in the Lamb's Book of Life? It can be, today. I can think of nothing worse than facing Almighty God at the end of time and have Him run His finger down the page in search of my name only to say, "Sorry, I don't see it here!"

Experience the ultimate rush of knowing God's thinking of you by submitting to Him. There can be no greater place of security than entrusting all you are to all that He is.

There's no need to be disappointed or turned away.

2. I need to open my account!

Scripture clearly teaches that I am not saved by my works. Ephesians 2:8-9 and Isaiah 64:6
However once I have become a child of the living God (John 1:12-13) I need to be obedient to His voice. 'If you love me you will obey My word' (John 14:23-24)

Challenge: Is their evidence of my status as a child of God in the form of works?

Remember: He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father's who sent Me. John 14:24
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