Lies we tell ourselves: 2008
2008 - the year of linking
This year we choose to look at the relationships we have and desire to develop. There may even be some unhealthy relationships that need to end! As we walk a life in obedience to Jesus we do not walk alone. May the Lord lead you in all wisdom and discernment as you examine your key relationships today, starting with yourself…

The book of 1 John

The book of 1 John was written by John, 'the disciple whom Jesus loved'. The key themes of light, love and life are reflected throughout the book and it is interesting to see that in each of these three themes, God has already taken the initiative:

• "God is light and in Him is no darkness at all… if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another." (1:5,7)

• "We love Him because He first loved us." (4:19)

• "He who has the son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life." (5:12)

Read 1 John 1:1-2:11

John knew Jesus well. Jesus entrusted the well-being of His mother to John. Written at the twilight of his life John noticed that the church was struggling with the commitment from the believers who were conforming to the world's standards, failing to stand up for Christ and compromising their faith. False teachers were plentiful. 

John, however, reminds us upfront that the purpose of his letter is that we may have;

1. fellowship with God

2. fellowship with believers, and 

3. that your joy may be full!

4 Lies we tell ourselves

1. " We say we have fellowship with Him, but walk in darkness."(1:6)
In the darkness good and evil look alike! I can't love God and court sin at the same time.

I cannot claim to be a Christian if I choose to remain in a lifestyle evil and immorality.

Choose today to repent (the blood of Jesus) and walk in the light right now!

2. "We say we have no sin and deceive ourselves." (1:8)
False teachers refused to take sin seriously. 

Many want to be considered Christians but see no need to confess and repent.

True confession involves a commitment not to continue in sin!

In admitting our sins and receiving Christ's cleansing we are:

a. agreeing with God that our sin truly is sin and we are willing to turn from it,

b. ensuring that we don't conceal our sins, and

c. recognising our tendency to sin and relying on Jesus to overcome.

3. ""We say we know Him but do not keep His commandments." (2:4)

If I do love Jesus I will obey His teachings and follow His example of complete obedience to God and loving service to people. 

4. "We say we are in the light, but hate our brother/sisters in Christ." (2:9)

This does not mean liking a disagreeable brother. John focuses on the attitude that causes us to ignore and despise others, treating them as irritants or enemies. 

Christian love is not a feeling but a choice.

If we choose to love others, God will help us express our love.

Read again the four lies we tell ourselves. Are you lying to yourself? Are you living a lie? 

Brothers and sisters don't be deceived. Repent right now of your sin and allow His blood to wash you clean. 

Choose to walk in the truth in 2008 as we link in light, love and life.

"He who has ears to hear, let him hear!"
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