Honour your Father: 2008

Firstly I would just like to encourage you. God is still on the throne and He is refining you so that you may be of great service in His kingdom. Keep your eyes on Jesus and in everything give Him thanks.

Surrounded by the supernatural

All around us we are experiencing the supernatural and I have had many questions concerning these matters. As I prepared for Sunday service I was drawn to John 5 from which I'd like to highlight some things which were brought to through this story…

The man at Bethesda

In this story Jesus heals a man who had been afflicted  for 38 years. He lay with a great multitude of sick, blind, lame and paralysed who were all waiting for the supernatural - the angel stirring the water!  He had been in that condition for some time and it appears that he had no one with him - no friend  or relative to stand with him and help him! When Jesus approached him he asked a rather odd question, "Do you want to be made well?" It seems that he may not really want to be healed because once his condition had changed - his whole life would have to change!

This man's answer was also rather telling. Instead of an excited "yes, yes, yes"!" he came out with excuses for his condition! Jesus seemed to have little time for his excuses and simply commanded him to, "Rise, take up your bed and walk." and immediately He was made well.

Who was it?
Jesus once again managed to touch a nerve with the Jews however when they asked this man who it was who had healed him he did not know! Now this is incredible to me. Here this guy has been face to face with Jesus, healed of his ailment of many years and yet he never even chased Jesus down to get His name! It was as if in chasing the supernatural, he failed to meet Jesus! Amazingly Jesus meets up with this guy again and again says something interesting and yet he goes off again to find the Jews! That's crazy!

Let me bring in a few thoughts here to make this relevant to me:

1. There are many folk lying around waiting for the supernatural. Perhaps I'm one of them!

2. The supernatural is all around me and yet I've come to take it for granted.

3. Have I become comfortable in my situation?

4. Do I make excuses not to change?

5. I If I want to make  it into the 'waters' then I can't do it alone.

6. Have I chased my 'touch' at the expense of meeting with and following after Jesus?

The second time Jesus spoke to the man He mentioned sin and placed the burden of responsibility on the guys shoulders. If you want to stay well then don't sin! (See verse 14) I wonder whatever happened to that man?

Why did Jesus do it?

Why did Jesus go through all that trouble of healing this man when he certainly wasn't very grateful and His actions were the 'straw that broke the camel's back'  in that, "for this reason the Jews persecuted Jesus and sought to kill Him." (16) The reason, I believe,  is found in verse 19, "the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father doing." God wanted His son to heal the man because God saw the big picture. Jesus honoured His father through His obedience. We see Jesus doing the same thing in the Garden of Gethsemane when He said, "Lord, not My will but Yours be done."

Honour your Dad
"He who does not honour the Son does not honour the Father who sent Him." (John 5:23." (21)

Jesus lived to honour His Father. As it becomes my mission to become more and more like Jesus, from glory to glory, I must also honour my earthly father. The ten commandments are clear, "Honour your Father…". This Sunday is Father's Day. Take this week to speak to, write, phone your father and honour Him. You may need to forgive him and let go of some of the hurt and pain you've been harboring. Even if your dad is not the kind of man you would want to honour. Honour him. Sure Jesus had a great Dad but the word does not say honour great dad's, it says honour YOUR father!

Getting it right!

2 things this week…

1. Have you missed Jesus looking for the supernatural? Keep your eyes on Jesus.

2. Make time to honour YOUR dad this week. Forgive him. Love him. Honour Him.

Remember: Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life. John 17:26
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