Hold Fast: 2008:

Standing at the crossroads of our lives we often encounter a 'crisis of faith.' This is not uncommon. Right now the Zimbabwean people face a crisis of faith like never before. What do we do when nothing seems to make sense and we have nothing left to hold on to?

When God Doesn't Make Sense

In his well-known book of the same title, Dr James Dobson writes:

I have been thinking for many years about those occasions when God doesn't make sense. Some 53 years have come and gone since I gave my heart to Jesus Christ as a three-year-old child. I am still committed to this Master with every fiber of my being, and that conviction is deeper and stronger today than it has ever been. Furthermore, this passage of time and the counsel of some biblical scholars have helped me come to terms with what I believe is the correct understanding of those periods when faith is severely challenged. I believe I have gotten a better idea of who God is and how He interacts with us - especially in four specific areas.

1. God is present and involved in our lives even when He seems deaf or on an extended leave of absence.
Where can I go from Your Spirit?

Or where can I flee from Your Presence? 

If I ascend into heaven, You are there;

If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there.

If I take the wings of the morning,

And dwell in the utmost parts of the sea,

Even there Your hand shall lead me,

And Your right hand shall hold me

If I should say, "Surely the darkness shall fall on me,"

Even the night shall be light about me;

Indeed, the darkness shall not hide from You,

But the night shines as day;

The darkness and the light are both alike to You.
Psalm 139:7-12 (See also Matt 28:20, Matt 18:20, 1 Peter 3:12)

These promises and proclamations remain true even if we have no spiritual feelings whatsoever. Cling to that truth with the tenacity of a bulldog!

2. God's timing is perfect, even when He appears catastrophically late.
One of the greatest destroyers of faith is timing that doesn't fit our preconceived notions. See the story of Lazarus as told in John 11.

We can say with confidence that while His purposes and plans are very different from ours, He is infinitely just and His timing is always perfect. He intervenes at just the right moment for our ultimate good. 

3. For reasons that are impossible to explain, we human beings are incredibly precious to God.

One of the most breathtaking concepts in all of Scripture is the revelation that God knows each of us personally and that we are in His mind both day and night. There is no way to comprehend the full implications of this love by the King of kings and Lord of lords.

What is man that You are mindful of him, the son of man that You care for him? Psalm 8:4

4. Your arms are too short to box with God. Don't try it!
If we truly understood the majesty of the Lord and the depth of His love for us, we would certainly accept those times when He defies human logic and sensibilities. Indeed, that is what we must do. Expect confusing experiences to occur along the way. Welcome them as friends – as opportunities for your faith to grow. Hold fast to your faith, without which it is impossible to please Him. Read 1 Chronicles 29:10-13

Getting it right!

I don't need to tell you this week that your mission is simply to 'Hold Fast'. It's either despair or its God. There's nothing in between. Our family has chosen to hold on to God.

Remember: I would have lost heart, unless I had believed that I would see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. Psalms 27:13
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Notes taken from Dr James Dobson, 'When God Doesn't Make Sense'.Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.

Please pray for:
• Zimbabwe, Lord heal our land!

• Revival to be poured out on this nation… and let it start with me!

