Four Soils: 2008

Dive in…
We are already well into January and the school term has started. I pray your break has been refreshing and you're ready to face all God has for you.

We have had our first leadership meeting  of 2008 and look forward to sharing all the exciting plans soon. In preparation I would like to remind you of the parable of the sower a found in Luke 8:4-18. The seed has been sown, time and time again, and the good seed will continue to be sown. The question remains, "Is your soil ready to receive that seed in order that it may grow and bear much fruit?"

The 4 soil types

1. The trampled ground - have you felt trampled down so that you have become hardened to the the word? When your heart is hard it is easy to take offence, allowing the word to be snatched right from under you. Breaking the soil is a painful but necessary process in order to become receptive. Humble yourself before the Lord today and allow Him to work on you unreservedly.

2. The rocky ground - receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away. You've been genuinely excited about the Lord however you've not dug deep enough. Think seriously about further training as you seek to obtain depth and steadfastly resist temptation. Sunday morning discipleship class is an excellent place to start.

3. The thorny ground - when they heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity. Ah it's so easy to allow yourself to be choked! Choked = no fruit. Wonder why there's no fruit evident in your life? Consider where you are placed today and earnestly seek to trust and obey Jesus. 

4. Good ground - are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.

Prepare your soil 

I know you desire a 'noble and good' heart. Prepare the soil of your heart today so that as good seed is scattered throughout 2008, you will receive it, keep it and bear fruit with patience.

A quick word to the sower

As a sower, and there is always opportunity to sow seed, keep in mind:

• a lot of seed must be scattered to produce a crop

• not all soils produce, but you cannot reap if you don't sow

• you will reap in proportion to what you have sown

• you can't do anything about last year's harvest, but you can about this years

• you must believe in the seed you sow, knowing it will produce fruit.

When He had said these things He cried, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear!"
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