Discouraged: 2007

As I look back over the past couple of months I must confess that I have been largely discouraged by what has taken place around me. We have experienced a break-in at the church offices resulting in the loss of millions of dollars worth of stuff. We have had one of our young pre-adolescent girls kidnapped by a masked man only to be rescued by a concerned passer-by. A lady from our congregation was held up at gunpoint walking to Sunday service. A 5 year-old boy known to a city pastor was brutally murdered by has father…on and on and on.

Jesus lived in much the same conditions we experience here today. He saw repression, violence, misunderstanding, hunger, poverty, anger, injustice and pain.

What was his response?

Read Luke 6:20-38
Blessed are you poor, for your is the kingdom of God.

Blessed are you who hunger now, for you shall be filled.

Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.

Blessed are you when men hate you, and when they exclude you, And revile you, and cast out your name as evil, For the Son of Man's sake.

Rejoice in that day and leap for joy!

For indeed your reward is great in heaven, for in like manner their fathers did to the prophets.

Luke 6:20-23 NKJV
From the complete passage I'd like to highlight a few things:

1. It's not about the money!

2. Love your enemies (those around you!)

3. Be merciful

You will always face a difficulty, that’s clear. Your attitude determines your response.

You are called to make a difference in your environment. Every little thing will not go unnoticed by your heavenly father.

What difference am I making?

In retrospect I have been incredibly proud of what folk have accomplished through Christ in unimaginable circumstances this past year here at Revival Centre. In particular I have been impressed by the youth outreach to Matopos in which 20+ youngsters touched the lives of schoolchildren from 5 schools in a very real way. Many of the children were orphans who sleep on the floor of their classrooms without blankets! The young folk truly become 'Salt and Light'.

The Christmas interactive carols/drama evening was an incredible display of family unity. Every age, colour and creed of folk were drawn in to a reconstructed stable replenish with live animals/children celebrating the wonderful birth of Jesus. We even had the grannies dressed as angels distributing little goodies to all and sundry. As we sat there on the bales of hay the true spirit of Christmas was evident in a community with very little to celebrate. I was truly humbled and amazed.

As you celebrate Christmas this year remember that it's not about the money; you don't need money to have Jesus. Love those around you; love never communicated is never received, and be merciful. God had dealt mercifully with you!
Finally…

It is easy to get discouraged. When you do you ought stop a moment, lift up your eyes and give God thanks for the good God He is. He is always there with you, He will never leave or forsake you. You can make a difference. You must…

There is a legend of the Cherokee Indian youth's rite of Passage. His father takes the young man into the forest, blindfolds him and leaves him alone. He is required to sit on a stump the whole night and not remove the blindfold until the rays of the morning sun shine through it. He cannot cry out for help to anyone. Once he survives the night, he is a MAN. 

He cannot tell the other boys of this experience, because each lad must come into manhood on his own. The boy is naturally terrified. He can hear all kinds of noises. Wild beasts must surely be all around him. Maybe even some human might do him harms. The wind blew the grass and earth, and shook his stump, but he sits stoically, never removing the blindfold. It would be the only way he could become a man! 

Finally, after a horrific night the sun appears and he removes his blindfold. It is then that he discovers his father sitting on the stump next to him. He had been at watch the entire night, protecting his son from harm. 

You, too, are never alone. 
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