The Shadow of the Cross 

Understanding Authority – Part 3: 2007

This subject of authority has certainly brought much discussion and circumspection. I am convinced that I am being challenged on this very issue and as a result would like to turn your attention to the cross. It is only through the cross that we are able to completely surrender to Christ. Let me take you there…“For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.” Colossians 1:19-20
The Shadow of the Cross
The cross was the ultimate symbol of submission…

The cross is a symbol of death. It stands for the abrupt, violent end of a human being. The man in Roman times who took up his cross and started down the road had already said goodbye to his friends. He was not coming back. He was going out to have it ended. The cross made no compromise, modified nothing, spared nothing; it slew all of the man, completely and for good. It did not try to keep on good terms with its victim. It struck cruelly and hard, and when it had finished its work, the man was no more.

God salvages the individual by liquidating him and then raising him again to newness of life.

In coming to Christ we do not bring our old life up into a higher plane; we leave it at the cross. The corn of wheat must fall into the ground and die. (AW Tozer, The Alliance Witness 1946)
Paul said,  "But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Jesus Christ." Gal 6:14

The place of…

1. 
The cross is the place of forgiveness


What is sin? It is going my own way rather than God's.

2. 
The cross is the place of victory over sin


"It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me." Galatians 2:20

3. 
The cross is the place of victory over Satan


"He made a spectacle of them" Colossians 2:15

4. 
The cross is the place of victory over sickness


"By His stripes we are healed." 1 Peter 2:24 

5, 
The cross is the pathway to power


Sin robs your life of spiritual power. So does trying to please God in your own strength!

6. 
The cross is the place of discipleship


See the next paragraph… through the cross.

Through the cross

Read Luke 9:23-24. The phrase 'take up your cross' is often misused in everyday language to refer to some burden or misfortune that we have to carry around with us.  This entirely misrepresents the meaning of the scripture. To 'take up your cross daily' is to be so completely a disciple of Jesus that everything in your life that is contrary to the will of God 'goes to the cross daily' so that the life os Jesus is seen in you.

We are also called to 'deny ourselves'. In human nature you want to please yourself and do what you want to do. As a Christian, you want to do things for God; but that is not discipleship. To 'deny self' is to turn away from self-pleasing and all self-sins that so easily dominate – self will, self righteousness, self esteem, self consciousness, selfishness – and to follow after Jesus and do His will. But between the denying of self and the following of Jesus stands the cross. It is through the power of the death of Jesus that it is possible for you to be a true disciple of Jesus.

Read Phil 3:7-8

Finally…

To discover the breadth and inexhaustible riches in the work of the cross is to want to live there. As those called to ministry, and leadership, our lives must continually point to the cross and be indelibly stamped with the cross because 'from Him and through Him and to Him are all things' (Romans 11:36)

The cross is where our pilgrimage both begins and ends.

“We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body.” Read 2 Cor 4:7-12
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